OUR LADY
o SORROWS

CATHOLIC PARISH

August 10, 2026
Saint Lawrence

Dear Confirmation Parents and Candidates,

Welcome to your time of immediate preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation! We join you in
thanking God for bringing you to this moment in your lives as you look forward to receiving the special
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and complete your Christian initiation!

As you know, the Sacrament of Confirmation is the completion of the grace received in the Sacrament
of Baptism. In the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation, candidates have the opportunity to renew the
baptismal promises, for most made on their behalf by their parents, and become more fully united to Christ and
the Church, strengthened to be faithful witnesses of the Lord in the world.

At Our Lady of Sorrows, preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is a two-fold process, both
parts being required. First, catechesis and formation is offered to our candidates either through Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic School or our Parish School of Religion. The purpose of this preparation is to lead our
candidates “toward a more intimate union with Christ and a more lively familiarity with the Holy Spirit - his
actions, his gifts, and his biddings - in order to be more capable of assuming the apostolic responsibilities of
Christian life” (¢f. Catechism §1309).

Second, all of our candidates are brought together for special monthly evenings of prayer, formation,
and additional catechesis. These monthly encounters provide an opportunity for us “to awaken a sense of
belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ, the universal Church as well as the parish community. The latter bears
special responsibility for the preparation of confirmands” (cf ibid.). Because the Church sees that helping our
young people appreciate their place in the parish community as having special importance in Confirmation
preparation, we are pleased to have the chance in these monthly meetings to gather as a parish family to build
up communion amongst our candidates and their families. A schedule for these is attached to this letter.

We look forward to seeing you at the Confirmation Parent Meeting on Monday, August 31% at 6 pm in
the Family Life Center. There you will be given more information, including regarding our group service project
for the candidates.

Be assured of my prayers for you as you prepare for this grace-filled occasion!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Al

Very Reverend Kevin M. Bazzel, V.G., J.C.L.
Pastor
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